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to our second year of View 

from the Hill. this newslet-

ter is printed quarterly with 

the generous support of  

the Heinz endowments.

above: construction along 

Dinwiddie street. 

“Duquesne’s phar-
macy is a welcome 
addition to the 
neighborhood,” says 
Carl Redwood, chair-
person of the Hill 
District Consensus 
Group. “It will add to 
our strategic com-
munity and economic 
development efforts 
aimed at revitalizing 
the area.” 

Community Pharmacy Opens in the Hill District
 uquesne University’s Mylan School of Pharmacy  

 opened a pharmacy in Pittsburgh’s Hill District 

this fall, making it the first off-campus, community phar-

macy in the nation designed and operated by a school of 

pharmacy. 

“Responding to the needs of others,  
particularly the underserved, is at the heart 
of Duquesne’s mission,”— 
says President Charles J. Dougherty.

“The School of Pharmacy has been serving in the commu-

nity for more than 80 years and is pleased to move up to a 

new level of service. This effort provides accessible, afford-

able health and education services designed to improve 

the health and well-being of Pittsburgh residents. It is also 

a unique opportunity for student and faculty community 

engagement, professional education and clinical care.” 

The pharmacy—the first in the Hill District in 10 years—is 

staffed by a director, licensed pharmacists, Duquesne 

pharmacy faculty and student pharmacists. It is located at 

1860 Centre Avenue in the Triangle Shops complex and is 

open six days a week. In addition to providing affordable 

access to prescription medication, the pharmacy offers pri-

WelCome
D vate patient consultations, health and wellness education, 

medication therapy management services and health risk 

assessments. 

“Understanding the needs of the community is the first 

step, and building relationships with those individuals is a 

very important part of the success of offering community 

pharmacy clinical services,” explains Dean J. Douglas 

Bricker of the Mylan School of Pharmacy. “This will not 

be your typical pharmacy. It will demonstrate the values 

of medication management services to a pharmacy.  

Patient counseling will be the norm—not the exception—

in this community pharmacy.”

The Hill District has long been a primary area of focus 

for Duquesne’s community service efforts, and further 

enhancing outreach there is specifically noted in the 

University’s second strategic plan.

“This is an important application of our new University 

strategic plan. And it is a homecoming for us. Duquesne 

was born in 1878 on Wylie Avenue, just a block or two from 

the new pharmacy, says President Dougherty. For more 

information or to talk to a pharmacist call 412-246-0963.

Excerpted from the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette  ❖ 
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In Memory of a Founding 
Member: Dwayne Cooper Sr. 

M uch as is the case today,  the 1980s was a decade boom-
ing with development activity in the Hill District. Yet 

at the time there were several development corporations in 
the neighborhood, each fighting one another to control future 
development.  In 1991 with the help of Mr. Dwayne Cooper 
Sr., Ms. Mary A. Walker and Mr. Richard Adams, the Hill 
District Consensus Group was formed to bring the community 
together to resolve community issues.  

Sadly, we lost the leadership and support of Mr. Cooper this 
past June. He leaves a powerful legacy of consensus building 
and advocacy for social justice for African American workers 
and for the Hill District. We offer the follow summary of his 
obituary to honor his life and work.    

Mr. Cooper, an active community leader in the Hill District, 
was born in Connellsville, Fayette County, and raised in 
Lawrence, Washington County. After high school he worked 
for Universal Cyclops Steel Corp. at its Bridgeville plant, said 
his son, Dwayne Cooper Jr., of Penn Hills.

He was tapped as a union representative at age 17 and began 
studying engineering and business at the Pittsburgh Institute of 
    Technology and the University of Pittsburgh.

In 1963, he joined the USW as staff representative 
in Baden, Beaver County. Upon retiring from the 
USW in 1987, he built a house in the Hill District 
a few blocks from where he and his wife, Myrtle, 
had lived early in their marriage.

Mr. Cooper immersed himself in community 
activities in the Hill, including the Hill House 
Association, where he served on the board of 
directors; the Hill Consensus Group, where he 
was a founding member; and the Hill House 
Community Economic Development Corp.

As a member of those groups, he worked 
on efforts to secure a grocery store for the 

neighborhood and other initiatives to help Hill District 
residents and institutions work through their differences 
toward consensus for the community. 

His commitment to the community was rooted in “being a 
steelworker and an organizer,” said his son. “He always had 
a social conscience, whether it was the direction of people, 
politics or the company.” He was also active as an officer in 
the Steelworkers Organization of Active Retirees and was a 
member of Macedonia Church, Hill District.

In addition to his son, Mr. Cooper is survived by his wife, 
Myrtle Lillard Cooper; a daughter, Elaine Cooper Heath of 
Lumberton, N.J.; a brother, Cecil Cooper of Penn Hills; and 
two grandchildren.   

Source: Pittsburgh Post-Gazette June 24, 2011   ❖
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NPP Partners Exceed  
Year-Two Goals 

t he combined Hill District NPP projects represent a compre-
hensive approach to the Hill District’s most critical needs.  

They address five priority areas identified in the Blueprint for a 
Livable Hill: (1) Increase Financial Security of Hill District Resi-
dents, (2) Neighborhood Stabilization and Vacancy Prevention, 
(3) Increase the Availability of Public/Recreational Space, (4) 
Improve Academic Achievement and Educational Attainment 
for Hill District Students, and (5) Improve Violence Prevention 
and Service Delivery.  

The eight organizations that collaborate as NPP partners have 
exceeded their goals for Year-Two (July 2009 - June 2010). Credit 
counseling, resolving property tax, rent or utility delinquencies to 
avoid foreclosure, eviction or utility shut-off served 389 residents, 
exceeding the projected 175. Homeownership counseling, home 
and auto loans, and home preservation/rehabilitation served and  
impacted 2,870 low-to-moderate residents, exceeding the 
projected 295. Some 176 residents were engaged in green space 
leadership, planning & design activities above the projected 150. 
Three Hill District elementary schools implemented online math 
cognitive tutoring programs; three community organizations and 
three faith-based institutions were engaged in developing and  
implementing an academic improvement strategy with two 
groups trained to use and analyze data and 30 students partici-
pating in after-school online math, engineering/robotics sites. 
Eighteen scholarships were awarded to low income residents to 
pursue higher education and 7 recipients submitted essays on 
how they will “give back” to the Hill.  At-risk residents served/
impacted through violence prevention counseling, HIV/AIDS 
testing, case management and referrals to related supportive 
services numbered 2,711, exceeding the projected 255.

Article prepared by Cairns and Sabur Development Consultants   ❖



On December 13, the Southwestern Pennsylvania Commission approved a proposal to provide Port Authority with $45 million 

identified by Gov. Ed Rendell to help offset the statewide transportation funding shortfall and a nearly $50 million deficit in the 

Authority’s operating budget.

The $45 million identified by Gov. Rendell has allowed Port Authority to scale back the 35-percent service cut originally slated for March 

2011. On January 12, the Authority’s Board of Directors voted to enact a 15-percent service reduction, scheduled to go into effect March 

27 as a means of stretching the funds over 18 months. Unless something drastic and unexpected arises, we believe these reductions will be 

the only ones we are forced to make between now and June 2012.

The Board recognizes that these reductions are not ideal and will undoubtedly have an impact on the community, and it is our intent that 

these service actions are only a temporary response to the ongoing transportation funding shortfall. Port Authority intends to continue 

the conversation with the new state government about long-term transportation funding solutions. 

15% Reduction as it relates to Hill District Routes  ❖

Update on Port Authority Cuts—Excerpt from Port Authority News 

the purpose of the Hill District Consensus Group is 

to work together through the differences, and with 

the commonalities, so to establish and enforce standards 

and processes in all aspects of community life: economic, 

political, spiritual and social for the on-going health and 

prosperity of the community.    

You may wonder why we are called the Consensus Group? 

This is because we have open meetings to encourage an en-

vironment where everyone in the group supports an action 

Membership + Participation = POWER
or decision, even if some of them don’t 

fully agree with it. This is accomplished 

through Consensus Decision-Making, a 

process through which a decision made 

after all aspects of an issue, both posi-

tive and negative, have been reviewed 

or discussed to the extent that everyone 

openly understands, supports and 

participates in the decision.    

Community meetings are held monthly 

to bring issues of importance to the 

community. Membership is free to be 

put on the mailing list. You can also 

become a paying Resident Member for 

$5.00. To join and become aware of and 

involved in OUR Hill District, just fill 

out the form below and drop off or mail 

it back to the address on the card, left. 

You can also join online at Hill District 

Consensus Group—www.hdcg.org.

Join us as we plan and carry out exciting 

projects that will continue to enhance 

the safety, beauty and image of the Hill 

District Community.  ❖

BUS nAMe neW BUS nAMe WeekDAyS SATURDAyS SUnDAyS

81 oak Hill 81 oak Hill  Service Reduced Service Reduced Service Reduced

81 B Lincoln 82 Lincoln  Service Reduced no Change Service increased

83 Webster 83 Webster  Service Reduced Service Reduced Service Reduced

84 B oakland Loop  eLiMinATeD

The Legacy Apartments
1-BEDROOM APARTMENTS 
The Legacy is an elderly designated 
building located on Centre Avenue in the 
Hill District.
This is affordable housing—the rent is 
based upon your income.
To apply you must:
• be 62 years or older (all house- 
 hold members)
• make less than $26,280 for one  
 person to qualify
• make less than $30,000 for two  
 persons to qualify
COME BY OR GIVE US A CALL FOR  
MORE INFORMATION! **

412.281.8199  
legacy@mccormackbaron.com
**There is an established waiting list.   
Immediate occupancy is not available.
Professionally managed by McCormack 
Baron Ragan

HILL DISTRICT 
CONSENSUS GROUP

 1835 Centre Avenue 
Suite 265 

Pittsburgh, PA 15219

412.697.4692

THE COMMUNITY TABLE Membership Form
member levels:
❐ mailing list member—free
❐ non-resident, $5.00    ❐  resident, $5.00

name

organization

address

city/state/zip

phone:

email: 3



 

The Hill District Consensus Group 
meets on the second Friday of each 
month at 10:00am in Hill House, 
Conference Room A. The mission of 
the Hill District Consensus Group is 
“to work together through the differ-
ences and with the commonalities, to 
establish and enforce standards and 
processes in all aspects of community 
life: economic, political, spiritual, and 
social, for the ongoing health and 
prosperity of the community.” All 
community residents and stakehold-
ers are invited to attend. For more 
information, please call 412.392.4427 
or e-mail us at laing@hdcg.org.

View from the Hill
Hill District Consensus Group, at the Hill House, Suite 220  

1835 Centre Avenue, Pittsburgh, Pa, 15219
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Study on Food Shopping, Eating, and Health 
The PHRESH study will examine the food shopping, eating and health practice of residents of the Hill District and Homewood.  
The study is a partnership between The Rand Corporation, Hill House and Operation Better Block.

Ms. La’Vette Wagner, who grew up in the Hill District, has been hired as its Field Coordinator. She is located in the PHRESH 
Field Office in One Hope Square, Room 304 (The Well) and can be reached at 412 392-6479 or by email at lwagner@hillhouse.org. 

The study will hire additional staff in March. Applicants for 10–15 part-time and full-time data collector positions are being 
interviewed currently.

With full staff to be on board starting in April, PHRESH data collectors will begin going house-to-house to interview residents 
about their food choices, the availability of food in their neighborhoods, along with their health and wellbeing. They will also 
gather information on other critical neighborhood issues like access to transportation and neighborhood safety. All participants 

will receive $40 in the form of a credit/debit card that will be mailed to them.  ❖

Zone 2 Safety Council Meets 
Monthly Zone 2 Safety Council is to 
establish positive community relations 
between citizens and the Police, Fire, 
Paramedics and all other divisions of 
Public Safety. The Public Safety Council 
is staffed by citizens and exists to help 
citizens but remains a separate entity 
from the police department and Zone 2.  
The Council meets every 4th Thurs-
day at 6:00PM. Meetings are typically 
held at 1835 Centre Ave Hill House.  
Officers include President Sharon

Wolkiewicz, Vice President Walter 
Smith, Treasurer Melanie Brown.  

Upcoming meeting Dates:
DATe LoCATion

February 23 Legacy Apartments  
 2121 Centre Avenue

March 24 Hill House  
 1835 Centre Avenue

April 28 Location soon to 
 be announced

May 26 Hill House  
 1835 Centre Avenue

 

June 23 Location soon to 
 be announced

July 28 Hill House  
 1835 Centre Avenue

August no Meeting 

September 22 Hill House  
 1835 Centre Avenue

october 27 Location soon to 
 be announced

november 17 Hill House  
 1835 Centre Avenue

December no Meeting  
 

P•H•R•E•S•H
pittsburgh Hill/Home-

wood—Research on 

eating, shopping and 

Health
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